Treatment of advanced Hodgkin's disease.
MOPP chemotherapy was the significant breakthrough that improved the outlook for patients with advanced Hodgkin's disease. Results with alternating potentially non-cross-resistant drug combinations, including MOPP/ABVD, CAD/MOPP/ABV, and MOPP/ABV, are similar and seem to be slightly superior to those with MOPP alone. Limited adjuvant RT does not seem to add appreciably to the morbidity of chemotherapy, although its role in improving on results with chemotherapy alone has not been well studied in prospective, randomized, controlled clinical trials. There are two major challenges for the future. The first is to improve the outcome for advanced Hodgkin's disease patients, perhaps with more intensive chemotherapy and RT with use of cytokines such as the colony-stimulating factors or interleukin-1 or with rescue employing autologous bone marrow transplantation or both. The second challenge is to reduce the morbidity but not the effectiveness of treatment for advanced Hodgkin's disease patients without adverse prognostic factors.